Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies as markers for systemic autoimmune disease.
Antineutrophil cytoplasmic antibodies (ANCA) have been associated with systemic vasculitis for almost 15 years. Significant advances in our understanding of the ANCA phenomenon have occurred with recognition of broadening the spectrum of diseases associated with ANCA, identification of specific antigens recognized by ANCA, and development of antigen specific assays for clinical use. Nevertheless problems continue for the chest physician in interpretation of this test. Although antigen specific testing improves overall performance of the test, accurate assessment of pretest probability of disease is still important for effective use of ANCA testing.